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in their system, they were satisfied with carrying their point, without once reflecting on the means they had used, the displeasure they had given, or the resentment they had incurred. Politicians of the first rank they now appeared in their own eyes; and, in truth, to little minds like theirs, it might very well seem strange, that they should find ability enough to master the passions of a great Bang, and to make a dupe of the most eminent wit of the age. And surely, he could never have been induced to act under their instructions, or seem to give the least countenance to a plan which he had so openly condemned, if he had not flattered himself, that the difficulty of talking Frenchified Dutchmen out of their prejudices, or any Dutchman into sentiments of generosity and disinterestedness, would have wearied out our expectations at home; and that disappointment upon disappointment would at length have convinced us of the folly of pursuing an unsuccessful war, and brought us back to a right sense of our true interest.
For the Ministers, I will be bold to say, that they never once desired his negotiations should have success ; on the contrary, they were so far true to their Broad-Bottom engagements, that they purposed only to gain time, to be furnished with matter of complaint against the Dutch, and to be enabled from thence to draw such inferences as might dispose his Majesty to put an end to the war.
But an unforeseen and unexpected incident for this once broke their measures, and produced such an alteration in the face of affairs, that they thought fit to alter their conduct with it; for, in a few days after his Lordship's arrival at the Hague, intelligence was